
Sixty-Six Books of the Bible 

The Canon of Scripture 



Defining “Canon” 

Not this kind of cannon Canon means “a 
measure or standard”  

The Canon of Scripture is the list of all the books 
that measure up and thus belong in the Bible 



Defining Canon 

     “If the Scriptures are indeed inspired by God then a 
significant question arises: Which books are inspired? 
Historically, it was important for the people of God to 
determine which books God had inspired and which ones 
were recognized as authoritative.” 
 

The Moody handbook of theology (p. 170) 



Tests to Measure a Book:  

(1) Was it written by a prophet or apostle, or a 
close associate? 
 

(2) Was it widely accepted by God’s people? 
 

(3) Is the message consistent with sound doctrine 
presented throughout the rest of Scripture? 
 

(4) Does the book bear marks of divine inspiration, 
setting forth high moral and spiritual values? 



The Old Testament Canon 

• In the OT God commanded His people to 
preserve a collection of sacred writings 
 

• This collection grew throughout Israel’s history 
 

• As books were composed, they were added 
alongside of the Law recorded by Moses 

 

• Over time, there came to be three divisions: 
The Law, The Prophets, and the Writings 











The Old Testament Canon 

• These works would come to be known as:  
– “the Scriptures” (Matt. 21:42; John 5:39; 7:38; Acts 8:32) 

– “the Holy Scriptures” (Rom 1:2) 

– “the Sacred Writings” (2 Tim. 3:15) 
 

• Jewish Tradition describes a “Great Synagogue” 
headed by Ezra the Scribe who collected and 
recognized the books of the OT 
 

• The Jewish historian, Josephus (37-100 AD), 
speaks of the books belonging to the Jewish 
Scriptures  

 

 



The Testimony of Josephus 

 

 

 

   “For we have not an 
innumerable multitude of 
books among us, disagreeing 
from and contradicting one 
another [as the Greeks 
have], but only twenty-two 
books, which contain the 
records of all the past times; 
which are justly believed to 
be divine…  



The Testimony of Josephus 

…and of them five belong to 
Moses, which contain his laws 
and the traditions of the origin 
of mankind till his death… the 
prophets, who were after 
Moses, wrote down what was 
done in their times in thirteen 
books. The remaining four 
books contain hymns to God, 
and precepts for the conduct 
of human life… 



The Testimony of Josephus 

     “…how firmly we have given credit to those 
books of our own nation, is evident by what we do; 
for during so many ages as have already passed, no 
one has been so bold as either to add anything to 
them, to take anything from them, or to make any 
change in them; but it becomes natural to all Jews, 
immediately and from their very birth, to esteem 
those books to contain divine doctrines, and to 
persist in them, and, if occasion be, willingly to die 
for them.” 



The Old Testament Canon 

• The writings of early Jewish teachers also testify 
that the books of the OT were recognized well 
before the time of Jesus 
 

• “After the latter prophets Haggai, Zechariah, and 
Malachi had died, the Holy Spirit departed from 
Israel…” (Babylonian Talmud) 
 

• Religious writings after 435 B.C. were not 
regarded by the people as having the same kind 
of authority as Scripture 





The New Testament Canon 

• The writings of the apostles were regarded by 
the church as Scripture, on par with the OT 

 

“…just as also our beloved brother Paul, 
according to the wisdom given him, wrote to 
you, as also in all his letters, speaking in them of 
these things, in which are some things hard to 
understand, which the untaught and unstable 
distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, 
to their own destruction.”  

(2 Peter 3:15–16) 



The New Testament Canon 

• The churches made copies of the letters they 
received from the apostles and shared them 
 

• Over time, their collection grew, and these 
letters were used in worship along with the OT 
 

“   When this letter is read among you, have it also read 
in the church of the Laodiceans; and you, for your part 
read my letter that is coming from Laodicea.” 
 

(Colossians 4:16) 



The New Testament Canon 

• We know which books the early church 
regarded as Scripture: 
– Quoted by Christian leaders 

– Lists of NT books appear in the 2nd century 

– Early translations (Latin and Syriac, about 150 AD) 

  

• It is important to remember that church 
councils did not determine which books were 
inspired, they only recognized inspired books 



The New Testament Canon 

• Clement of Rome (96 AD) quotes from Mathew, 
Luke, Romans, 1 Corinthians, Ephesians, 1 
Timothy, Titus, Hebrews, and 1 John 
 

• Polycarp (69-135 AD) quotes from Matthew, Luke, 
John, Acts, 10 of Paul’s epistles, and 1 John 
 

• Justyn Martyr (100-165 AD) quotes from most of 
the NT books and wrote that the Gospels were 
read on Sundays along with the Prophets 
 

• Irenaeus (125-192 AD) makes 1800 quotations 
from the NT 







Church Historian Eusebius (263-339 BC) 

• The early church placed books into four 
categories as they sorted through the canon:  

– Recognized books: universally recognized (core) 

– Disputed books: considered canon but not known 
to all the churches 

– Rejected books: not Scripture but still useful (i.e. 
Shepherd of Hermes, Didache…) 

– Heretical books: theologically problematic, little 
value if any to believers (i.e. Gospel of Thomas) 

 





What We Learn from Eusebius 

a) There was a core canon of accepted NT books 
from a very early time 

b) There was some discussion about shorter 
books that took a little time to resolve 

c) Christians found some non-canonical books 
useful even while recognizing they were not 
on the same level as Scripture 

d) Some books were rejected by the early 
church and regarded as dangerous 



What about those other books? 

• Roman Catholics include the “Apocrypha” in 
their Bible:  
– Tobit, Judith, The Rest of Esther, The Wisdom of 

Solomon, Ecclesiasticus, Baruch, The Epistle of 
Jeremiah, The Song of the Three Holy Children, he 
History of Susanna, Bel and the Dragon, The 
Prayer of Manasses, 1 & 2 Maccabees.) 

• They are Jewish religious works written 
between the OT and NT, but never considered 
as Scripture by the Jewish people 



What about those other books? 

• These books were first included in the Latin 
translation by Jerome in 404 AD 

• Jerome declared they were not “books of the canon” 
but simply useful for the church 

• These books are never quoted in the NT 
• The earliest list of canonical books do not include the 

apocrypha 
• There are doctrinal and historical problems in these 

books 
• It was not until the Council of Trent in 1546 that the 

Roman Catholic Church officially accepted these 
books 



Should we accept the Apocrypha? 

No, because… 
 

1) They do not claim the same kind of authority 

2) These Jewish books were never regarded as 
Scripture by the Jewish people 

3) Jesus and the NT authors certainly knew of these 
books but did not treat them as Scripture 

4) They contain teachings that are inconsistent with 
the rest of Scripture 



For next time: 
 

Baker, chapter 16 
  

“Arguments for the  
Existence of God”  

 
p.113-128 


