
Sunday School, Grace Gospel Church, 12/20/15 
  

Reading Through the New Testament 
General Epistles (Hebrews) 

                                 Outline:*  
 

I. Superiority of the Person of Christ (ch. 1-4) 

 Greater than the Prophets 

 Greater than the Angels 

 Greater than Moses 
 
 

II. Superiority of the Priesthood of Christ (ch. 5-10) 

 Qualifications 

 Different Order 

 Fulfillment 
 
 

III. Superiority of the Power of Christ (ch. 11-13) 

 Power of faith in Christ 

 Power of hope from Christ 

 Power of love of Christ 
     *Ryrie Study Bible, p. 1878 
 

 
  5 Warnings Interspersed Throughout the Book: 
 

(2:1-4)  
How will we escape if we neglect a great salvation? 
 

(3:7-18) 

Do not harden your heart, as the children of  
Israel did in the wilderness after leaving Egypt 
 

(6:4-8) 

It is impossible for those enlightened, who fall 
away, to be restored to repentance (generation of Israel) 
 

(10:26-31)  
Do not go on sinning deliberately 
 

(12:25-29)  
Do not refuse Him who speaks 
 
 

A. Introduction: (1:1-4) 

 

1. The opening line (these verses are one continuous sentence in Greek) introduces the major theme of 
the letter.  Christ is greater: 
 

 than the p________________________ 

 than the a________________________ 

 than M__________________________ (3:3) 

 than Israel’s p_________________ (7:11) 
 

Background to the Letter 
 

 There is no introduction to the book, 
identifying the author or recipients, though 
it is clear they knew each other well (13:19)   
 

 The structure resembles a sermon, more 
than a letter, and he refers to it as “my 
words of exhortation” (13:22) 
 

 There have been many theories throughout 
church history concerning authorship: Paul, 
Silas, Barnabas, Luke, Apollos, Clement, 
Epaphrus, or someone we don’t know.   

 

 One verse seems to indicate he received the 
gospel from others, not directly from the 
Lord (2:3).  If this is the case, it would make 
Paul an unlikely candidate (cf. Gal. 1:15-16). 

 

 The OT is quoted extensively throughout 
the book (29 direct quotes, more than 50 
allusions to passages, events, and people) 

 

 The extensive references to the OT indicate 
the readers came from a Jewish background.  
It was probably written before 70 AD 

 

 The main theme of the letter is the 
superiority of Christ and the Christian faith.  
The salvation anticipated in the OT has 
been fulfilled in the ministry of Jesus Christ. 
 

 The readers are urged to persevere, and not 
abandon their faith or return to Judaism 



2. According to verses 2-3, was Jesus just an ordinary man?  What do the verses say about His nature? 
 
 
 
3. Where is Jesus today, according to verse 3?  What is significant about this position? 
 
 
 
4. In the OT, God said a lot through the prophets, but what was the central focus of their message? 
(see John 1:45) 
 

 Micah 5:2 - Messiah would be born in: 

 Isaiah 7:14 - Messiah would be born of:  

 Isaiah 9:6 - Messiah would be called: 

 Isaiah 9:7 - Messiah will be a descendant of: 

 Isaiah 60:3,6 - Messiah will be praised and receive gifts of gold and frankincense from: 

 Isaiah 35:5-6 - Messiah will perform: 

 Deuteronomy 18:15 - Messiah will be a prophet like: 

 Psalm 110:4 - Like the mysterious figure Melchizedek, Messiah will be a: 

 Isaiah 53:2 - His appearance would be: 

 Isaiah 53:3 - The people would treat Him:  

 Isaiah 53:4-5 - For the sake of others, Messiah would: 

 Psalm 16:9-10 - Though He would face death, Messiah would: 

 Zechariah 14:9 - Messiah will come again to: 
 
 
5. From the opening verses of Hebrews, and surveying these passages, it is evident that the coming of 
Christ both f_______________ the Old, and i________________ a New Covenant.  
 
 
II. A Warning against Unbelief: (3:7-19) 
 

6. The original audience was probably a mixed group: mostly believers but also some who had not quite 
come to a place of accepting Christ as Savior.  Throughout the letter, the author warns his readers that 
there is no room for sitting on the fence, a decision must be made: 
 

 For Christians: p_______________ in spite of opposition, do not return to Judiasm 

 For those who still had not decided: b____________, do not reject the message you have heard  
  
7. These verses draw a parallel between the generation of Israelites who left Egypt, came to the edge of 
the promised land, but refused to enter.  How had that earlier generation witnessed the power of God?  
What miracles had they seen?  How had they tested God?  Why was God angry with them? 
 
 
 
8. The people of Israel, in the days of Christ, also witnessed God’s power. How?  What miracles had 
they seen? How had the people, and religious leaders, tested the Lord during His earthly ministry?  
How had this generation repeated the same mistake as their ancestors?  



9. What prevented that earlier generation, in the days of Moses, from entering the Promised Land?  
What kept the current generation, in the days of the apostles, from entering the Kingdom of God? 
 
 
 
10. When we hear the message of God today, how should we respond? 
 
 
 
III. A Better High Priest: (9:1-14) 
 

11. In the Old Testament, the ministry of priests was essential to Israel’s worship.  What were some 

of the roles that the priests were responsible for carrying out on behalf of the people? 

 

 

 

12. One of the key arguments of the book of Hebrews is that Christ has become a much better High 

Priest on behalf of God’s people today, accomplishing what the priests of old could never do. 

Observe the following comparisons:  

 

OT Priests    Christ Our Priest 
 

(7:11-17)  Tribe of L_______________       Order of Melchizedek  
 

(7:23-25)  There were m_____________       There is one who serves p____________   
 

(7:27)       They had their own s_______       He is without s_______       
 

(9:1-11)    Served in an e___________ tabernacle      Served in a h________________ tabernacle  
 

(9:12-14)   Sprinkled b________ of bulls and goats      Cleanses us with his own b______________ 
 

(10:1-4, 10) Continuous s______________ that      Better s_______________, once for all, that 

         could not take away sin        removes our guilt before God 
 

(10:11-12)   Work never f_________________      S___________ down after completing work  

 

 

13. If Christ has surpassed the OT priesthood in every way, would it make much sense to go back to 

the old rituals of the OT Law? 

 

 

 

14. Many people today carry around a heavy burden of guilt and shame for their past failures, and 

feel that they must somehow make up for their transgressions (either through religious ritual, good 

works, suffering penance...).  What comfort does the book of Hebrews offer us concerning the guilt 

of our sin?  Does God view believers in light of our past?   

 

 

 

15. What encouragement does Hebrews 12:1-3 give for living the Christian life? 


